[Date]
Hon Steven Joyce

Minister of Transport

Private Bag 18888

Parliament Buildings

Wellington 6160
Dear Minister Joyce

Support for legislation to increase the use of booster seats in New Zealand among children aged 5-10 years (under 148cm)

[Your organization] would like to congratulate the Minister on the release of the Safer Journey’s Action Plan 2011-12 which recognises the need to prioritise improvements in the use of child restraints, as current interventions and regulations have fallen behind international best practice. 
The introduction of new regulation to mandate the use of booster seats for children 5-10 years (under 148cm) in conjunction with robust education and distribution programmes will provide clear direction for parents and improve the safety of child passengers.

Legislation will also create demand that will increase the supply of booster seats and decrease the cost. 
[Your organization] strongly encourages the New Zealand government to develop legislation to require the use of booster seats for children 5-10 years (under 148cm).

Yours sincerely,

[Your details]

Improving Child Vehicle Passenger Safety
Road traffic injuries place a significant burden of harm on New Zealand children aged 0 to 14 years and are a leading cause of death, hospitalisation and disability.
 
 
 
 Correctly installed and fitted child restraints and booster seats have been shown to reduce the risk of death by 70 percent for infants and 47 percent to 54 percent for children aged 1 – 4 years.

Primary school children under 148cm in height require the support of a booster seat to receive the full safety benefits of adult seat belts.
 Without a booster seat, children under this height are put at risk of serious injury. A study of children admitted to Starship Children’s Hospital with seat and lap belt injuries showed that poorly fitted seat belts resulted in damage to the head, neck, spine, bowel, spleen, liver and paraplegia.
 The booster seat reduces the risk of seat belt syndrome by improving the fit of the seat belt on young children.

The evidence is clear that correctly fitted and installed child car restraints are one of the most effective interventions for the prevention of transport related injury to children. There has been a reasonably steady decline in child passenger deaths and hospitalisations for children aged under 5 years from 1994 onwards. This indicates the impact of legislation on use of child car restraints for younger children. 

Booster seat use in New Zealand is low and decreases rapidly after the child’s fifth birthday. A 2006 New Zealand study found that while 93% of 5-8 year olds required a booster seat to correctly position the adult seat belt, only 30% were using one. Sixty percent of New Zealand children aged 4 to 12 years who needed the support of a booster seat for optimal safe seating did not use one.

International best practice suggests Governments need to regulate for the mandatory use of child car restraints based on height.  The height of 148cm corresponds to the dimensions of an average 11-year-old. In Europe and many states in America, child restraint laws are being upgraded to require the use of seats from 6 to 9 years of age. In the United Kingdom and Germany the law extends to a child’s 12th birthday.

Regulations requiring the mandatory use of child car restraints that are enforced with distribution programmes are effective and have a positive cost benefit outcome for Government. Child car seats for children older than the age of five years prevent child injury and save Government money.
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