A tool for promoting child
pedestrian safety in New Zealand




A group of parents is
rostered to walk with a
group of children to and
from school

Children are picked up
and dropped off at
specific stops on a

designated route by
parent volunteers who
act as drivers

Operate only in primary
schools with children
aged 5 - 10




WSBs involve a
partnership between
the school, the road
safety community and
the local council

WSB have been
established for 5 years

Around 200 currently
operate throughout
New Zealand

They address

concerns about ‘chaos
at the school gate’ and
child pedestrian safety




NZ context

NZ population 4 million

Primary school population
175,000, across 1,232 school

Over 3,000 children on WSBs

10% of schools operate a WSB

1,700 parents involved




The WSB travels along a set
route picking up children at
designated stops (around 8
per route)

Average length of a WSB
route is 1.2 kms

Parents are responsible for
getting their children to and
from the WSB stops

Children can travel as often
as they want, the service is
free




Prior to the establishment of a
route the parent community are
surveyed to establish their
interest

Survey forms are used to
determine the geographical
location of the route and the
amount of parent support

This information is then used by
the RSC to determine a
potential route for the WSB

This route then undergoes a
“hazard ID check” involving a
traffic engineer to determine if it
IS suitable route for a WSB













Feedback from parents



Benefits



Challenges



Safekids New Zealand
Involvement



