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Media Release:

Community takes action to keep kids safe in cars
[Names of coalition member organisations] and Safekids New Zealand have come together to raise awareness on keeping kids safe when travelling as passengers in cars this [Month/ Season/ Holiday].  
“Accidents involving kids travelling in cars is a leading cause of child death and hospitalisation in New Zealand. Parents and caregivers should take every precaution to protect kids when they are in cars,” said [Coalition Leader Name, Designation]. 
Below are a few tips to keep kids safe in cars:

· Always use the correct child restraint for your child’s height and age, and follow the manufacturers’ instructions for your child restraint.
· Only buy child restraints with accepted Safety Standard marks (NZ/ Australia, European, and US with the “S” mark).
· Make sure your child car restraint is correctly installed in your vehicle.
· To get help installing your child car restraint, contact your local [Plunket Car Seat Rental Scheme or Safe2Go] coordinator.

According to Safekids New Zealand, Booster Seats can reduce the risk of serious and life-threatening injuries to children (4-7 year olds) by 59%. 
“Seatbelts are designed to fit adults, not kids. When kids use a seatbelt that doesn’t fit them properly, this can cause severe head, spine and abdominal injuries in a crash,” [Coalition Spokesperson Name] said.  
“So remember, when your child outgrows their child restraints with harnesses, keep them in booster seats until they are 148cm tall, because the higher they sit, the safer the fit,” [Coalition Spokesperson Name] added.
For tips and information on keeping kids safe on the road, at home and at play, visit www.safekids.org.nz. 
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###

About Safekids New Zealand

Safekids New Zealand is the injury prevention service of Starship Children’s Health and a member of SAFE KIDS Worldwide. Our mission is to reduce the incidence and severity of unintentional injuries to New Zealand's children aged 0 - 14 years. 

For more information, contact Anthony Rola at anthonyr@adhb.govt.nz, or visit www.safekids.org.nz or call 09 631 0717. 
The media is invited to our Coalition’s event: 


[Title/ Type of Event] 


[What the media expects to see]


[Date/ venue/ time]





For more information, contact: [Coalition Coordinator, Phone] 











