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Community Group Highlight ‘HOT CUPPA’ Horrors

[Coalition Members] have come together to launch the Safekids Campaign highlighting the importance of keeping our children safe from burns caused by hot liquids.  
According to research gathered by Safekids, of the 1 to 2 year old children admitted to hospital for burns, over half are severely scalded by spilt hot drinks (tea and coffee) and other liquids (such as soups and noodles). 
This was the case for [Burns victim name] of [local area] who was burnt by [cause of burn] when [he/she] was [x] years old.

[Insert here: Quote on events which led to the accident]. 
[Insert here: Quote on the long term effects and the challenges the burns spokesperson had to go through as a result of the accident].
[Coalition spokesperson] said the dangers posed by hot liquids are often underestimated. “Hot water burns like fire. A child’s skin is thinner than an adult’s, so hot liquids burn quicker, deeper and at lower temperatures,” [he/she] said. 

Safekids provides the following safety messages to protect babies and young children from hot liquid and fire burns. 

· Keep hot drinks and kettles out of reach of young children. 
· Never hold a child and a hot drink at the same time.

· Working smoke alarms save lives
· First aid: Place burns under cold running water for at least 20 minutes to cool, and seek medical advice. 
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###

About Safekids New Zealand
Safekids New Zealand is the injury prevention service of Starship Children’s Health and a member of SAFE KIDS Worldwide. Our mission is to reduce the incidence and severity of unintentional injuries to New Zealand's children aged 0 - 14 years. 

For more information, contact Anthony Rola at anthonyr@adhb.govt.nz, or visit www.safekids.org.nz or call 09 631 0717. 
The media is invited to our Coalition’s event: 


[Title/ Type of Event] 


[What the media expects to see]


[Date/ venue/ time]





For more information, contact: [Coalition Coordinator, Phone] 











