
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safekids Campaign Coalition Update  
October 2008 
 
Dear Coalition Members, 
 
Welcome to October 2008 Coalition Update, Safekids’ monthly e-communication 
service to coalition members bringing you the latest news, events and updates for the 
Child Injury Prevention Community.  
 
In this edition  

�  Product Safety Update: Amber Beads 
�  Safekids Coalition: Tamariki Ora Day at Papakura Marae 
�  WaterSafe Auckland: Regional Water Safety Pacific Fono 
�  NZTA Cyclist Skills Training Guide V2: Now Available 

 
Latest Update: 
We have just come from the Safe Communities Conference in Christchurch, and it 
was very exciting to catch up with some of our coalition leaders and members at the 
conference. There is lot more to share from the event but we shall be posting all the 
latest updates in the next Coalition update which is due on 14 of November.  
 
 
 
Best Regards 
 
 
 
 
Vishal Rishi  
National Co-ordinator Safekids Campaign 
Email: VishalR@adhb.govt.nz or phone (09) 631 0726 

Proud sponsor of Safekids Campaign 



Product Safety Update: Amber 
Beads    
 
Amber beads have long been used by parents, with the 
belief that this is a traditional European remedy for teething 
babies. The Ministry of Consumer Affairs is unable to 
confirm the truth about the therapeutic claims, but parents 
and carers are given the following advice: 
 
How are they worn?  
Amber beads are NOT designed or intended for babies to 
chew on, but rather the suggested pain relieving effects are gained through the 
wearing of the amber beads next to the skin.  
 
What to look for:  

�  Babies should always be supervised when wearing amber necklaces – there 
is a potential risk for strangulation or a hanging hazard.  

�  There is a potential for risk of choking hazards if the necklace breaks and 
beads become loose. Some amber necklaces have knots between individual 
beads to help lower this risk.  

�  Amber necklaces should be removed from a baby when the baby is 
unattended even if this is likely to be for a very short period of time. 

�  Babies should not be left wearing necklaces while sleeping – whether that is 
during the day or overnight.  

 
Visit 
http://www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz/productsafety/consumerinfo/amber_teething.html 
for this important product safety update.  
 
Back to the headlines 
 
 
Tamariki Ora Day at Papakura Marae 
Injury Free Counties Manukau, coordinated by Valerie 
Teraitua, promoted Driveway run over prevention, 
Water Safety and Burns prevention and safety 
messages at a Papakura Marae. The event was 
attended by six Kohanga Reo, mothers, fathers and 
grandparents.  
 
Back to the headlines 
 
 
Watersafe Auckland: Regional Water Safety 
Pacific Fono 
WaterSafe Auckland invites Pacific stakeholders in education, 
aquatics, injury prevention, health and any other individuals or 
organisations with an interest in the health and wellbeing of 
their people to participate in this follow-up fono. 
 
The continuing focus will be on Regional Action Plans around: 

�  Supporting and promoting national Pacific peoples water safety.  
�  Risk environments, activities and demographic groups in the region.  
�  Setting regional priorities - who and how to target.  
�  Enhancing and supporting current successfully evaluated initiatives 

 



For full details, visit www.watersafe.org.nz. 
 
Back to the headlines 
 
 
 
NZTA Cyclist Skills Training Guide V2: Now 
Available 
`The Cyclist skills training: A guide for the set-up and delivery of 
cyclist training in New Zealand (Version 2)’ is now available on the 
New Zealand Transport Agency website to help interested parties 
plan and develop cyclist skills training programmes in their region. 
This is a key initiative in the `Getting there – on foot, by cycle, 
implementation plan.’ 
 
Cyclist skills training:  

�  Comprehensively outlines a consistent ‘best practice’ 
approach to cyclist training. 

�  Caters for a range of trainees learning in either a school or 
an adult training environment. 

�  Includes a number of observable outcomes to ensure that demonstrated 
ability is achieved at each skill level. 

 
Download the training guide at http://www.landtransport.govt.nz/road-user-
safety/walking-and-cycling/docs/cyclist-skills-training.pdf. 
  
Back to the headlines 
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